Telemetry monitoring in acute and critical care.
With the expansion of higher acuity patients in noncritical care areas, the perceived need for arrhythmia monitoring has also escalated. For institutions pursuing this expansion, many factors must be kept in mind, including patient criteria for telemetry initiation and discontinuation, staff competency of ECG interpretation, safety, technology required, usability, and cost effectiveness. All of these issues must be addressed according to the individual institution's needs and the needs of the patient populations they serve.